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September 6, 2006

Dear Participant,
Re:
Think Tank on Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Capacity Building in 


First Nations Communities

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is basic community infrastructure such as computers and broadband connectivity. These are essential to the delivery of programs and services to rural and remote communities. However, without technical support for this infrastructure and without technical skills in the community, people in communities will not reap the benefits technology offers.

NetworkBC is a dedicated project office in the Ministry of Labour and Citizens' Services that is responsible for working with communities in BC to close the digital divide by providing high-speed Internet connectivity. The Province of BC, through NetworkBC, committed $10m in the spring 2006 Budget for First Nations broadband connectivity and $5m for ICT capacity building.  NetworkBC has been lobbying the Federal Government and is hopeful that matching funds will be secured for this initiative, as well as for the connectivity initiative.  The First Nations Education Steering Committee has preliminarily agreed to develop and implement the capacity building component as a program that will last 2-3 years.
The First Nations Technology Council is assisting by holding a 2-day "Think Tank" meeting that will begin the process of designing a program to meet the technical capacity building needs of the First Nations communities in our Province.  You are being invited as part of a group of First Nations educators and people experienced in building ICT capacity building from B.C. and across Canada.  Your role would be to contribute to the development of an innovative plan by sharing your experience, offering your suggestions and advice and participating in the "Think Tank" and we’d ask that you do a short presentation (20 minutes max) Friday morning outlining your experience with Yekooche and tie that into the research you’ve been doing at Royal Roads.. There would not be any additional responsibilities unless mutually agreed. We will pay your travel at treasury board rates which will be reimbursed after the meeting.
We value your expertise and hope you will be able to attend the Think Tank which will be held:

Friday, September 29 and Saturday, September 30 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.
Vancouver at the Coast Plaza Hotel, 1763 Comox Street

The attached Agenda will provide more information about this very important workshop.  Please let me know at your earliest convenience whether you will be able to join us.
Sincerely,

Sue Hanley
Coordinator

suehanley@fntc.info

c/o First Nations Summit | Suite 1200 - 100 Park Royal South | West Vancouver, BC | V7T 1A2
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