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For Immediate Release

First Nations Communities Learning to Embrace the Future While Preserving the Past

Cedar and Silicon airs Wednesday, October 18 at 8 p.m.

BURNABY, B.C. (September 18, 2006) – Discover what technology means to British Columbia’s First Nations communities on Cedar and Silicon, a Knowledge Network original documentary airing Wednesday, October 18 at 8 p.m. This program explores the complex process of bringing technology to a First Nations community, learning how to use it, and making it work effectively to improve government, education, health and economics. However, these communities face a critical challenge. Can they embrace technology to create a better future while still holding on to the rich heritage of their past?

“This is the technology era that we’re in. I am of the firm opinion that if we’re going to be a part of society and play a role in society, in whatever field that may be, we must grasp this technology and utilize it to the best of our ability,” says Nisga’a Chief Joseph Gosnell in this powerfully moving documentary.

Cedar and Silicon profiles the ‘Namgis in Alert Bay, the Nisga’a in the Nass Valley, the K’tunaxa near Cranbrook, and the Osoyoos in the Okanagan. Viewers discover how each group is embracing technology to protect their sovereignty, language and culture, and ultimately enhance their quality of life. By using information and communications technology (ICT) to create virtual research museums, interactive language tools, and online bioregional maps, broadband has connected First Nations communities across the province. 

A profound use for ICT comes to life in one Nisga’a community where Apple Computer’s “Distinguished Educator” program has given an iBook laptop computer to every student in the district. The program offers a rich incentive: if the students finish high school, they get to keep their laptops. In the meantime, they are developing strong computer and literacy skills that will last a lifetime. With other communities using technology for home graduation programs, selling products online, and even video conferencing to connect band members living off band territory, broadband has made a huge impact for First Nations across the province.

-more-

In Cedar and Silicon, First Nations people across B.C. prove that ICT can be a very powerful tool. The program provides inspiration and encouragement for other First Nations communities that are unsure of what ICT can offer them or how it can improve their lives. In addition, four 15-minute educational vignettes were created from the documentary that walk viewers through the steps necessary to bring broadband into their communities. These are entitled Creating a Technology Plan, Bridging the Digital Divide, Preserving Language and Culture, and Building Transformative Change. Network BC, in partnership with the First Nations Technology Council, will distribute DVD copies of the vignettes to First Nations throughout the province.

This program was funded by the provincial Ministry of Labour and Citizens’ Services and the federal department of Western Economic Diversification Canada through the Western Economic Partnership Agreement, a joint, multi-million-dollar agreement to encourage economic development and job creation in British Columbia.  

As British Columbia's public educational broadcaster, Knowledge Network delivers high-quality, relevant, and compelling programming to all British Columbians on TV and the Internet.  Funded by the provincial government and more than 23,000 individual donors, it produces over 50 hours of original programming per year. On average, 1.5 million viewers, or more than one-third of BC's population, tune in each week to enjoy Knowledge Network's premium shows (Spring 2006 BBM Canada). Exciting and new learning opportunities continue to enrich viewer experiences on the enhanced website at http://www.knowledgenetwork.ca.
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